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FinsT PURE AND THEN PEACEABLE.—James ili. 17. 

We (the Apostles) are of God: he who knows God, hearkens to us; he 
who is not of God, hearkens not to us. By this we know the Spirit of 
Truth, and the Spirit of Error.—1 John iv. 16. 

Be mindful of the words before spoken by the Holy Prophets, and of the 
commandments of us, the Apostles of the Lord and Saviour.—2 Peder iii. 2. 








PREDICTION 
OF THE 
Invention of Printing and consequent Diffusion of Knowledge. 
Revelation, Chapt. x. 

“Many shall run to and fro and knowledge shall be in- 
creased.” Letnone, then, be discouraged from investigatingy 
the wonders of the Apocalypse, in particular, for it is nos@imhy 
here written—“Blessed is he that readeth, and they thath 
the words of this prophecy, and keep those things whic 
writen therein,” but a vision appears to have been given for 
the express purpose of invigorating our diligent researches. 
This vision is found in the tenth chapter. There are many 
prophecies, which, in general terms, give us assurance of 
the increase of knowledge in the will and mysteries of God, 
in the latter days; but here, in a style peculiar to this book, 
we have a prediction, not only of the diffusion of knowledge 
in general, but of the more open disclosure of the mysteries 
of this body of prophecies in particular. 

To what period of time does the vision in this chapter re- 
late? In order to answer this inquiry we must consider what 
goes before. The first four trumpets (chap. viii.) bring us 
to the subversion of the Western Roman Empire. The three 
following trumpets, on account of the extraordinary calami- 
ties they bring, are called wo trumpets. In the ninth chap- 
ter the trumpet of the fifth angel brings the Saracen Locusts; 
and that of the sixth, the Ewphratean Horsemen, or the 
Turks, who began their bloody empire, A.D. 1300, and were 
destined, not only to overturn the Eastern Roman Empire 
which they perfectly effected A.D. 1453, but to “hurt the rest? 
of the men—that is those in the west—“‘who repented not of 
the works of their hands,” &c. This wo ended towards the 
close of the last century; since which time the Turks have 


been hastening to an annihilation, which seems very near. 
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It is immediately after this scene that the “mighty messep- 
ger” of chap. x. descends; and seeing that he announces the 
speedy sounding of the trumpet of the seventh angel, and 
that we find this trumpet is sounded instantly after the fui| 
of the tenth part of the city (chap. xi. 14) which was realized 
by the events of the first French Revolution; the conclusion 
is, that the period of time to which this scene, in the tenth 
chapter, is to be assigned, is between the time of the decline 
of the Turks, and said political convulsion, or between the 
second and third wo. 

“And I saw,” says John, “another mighty angel descend- 
ing from heaven, clothed with a cloud; and a rainbow was 
about his head, and his face was as the sun, and his feet like 
pillars of fire. And he had in his hand a little book open, 
and he put his right foot upon the sea, and the left upon the 
earth. And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roars: 
and when he had cried, the seven thunders uttered their voices, 
And when the seven thunders had spoken, I was about to 
write: and I heard a voice from heaven, saying, Seal up what 
the seven thunders have spoken, and write it not,” v. 1-5. 

This angel appears to be neither more nor less than a per- 
sonificalion of knowledge or wisdom; something in the man- 
ner of Solomon, but in a style vastly more sublime. “Doth 
not wisdom ery,” says he, ‘‘and understanding put forth her 
voice? She standeth on the top of high places, by the way 
in the places of the paths. She crieth at the gates, at the 
entry of the city, at the coming in of the doors, unto you, O 
men. I call; and my voice is to the sons of men.” And what 
can better agree with the times to which this vision appears 
so evidently to belong? Since the invention of printing, in 
the middle of the fifteenth century, and the consequent cheap- 
ness and wide circulation of books, the progress of knowledge 
has been irresistible and rapid; so that, in this last century 
alone, it has made more progress than in all the preceding 
1500 years since John was favored with these visions in the 
Isle of Patmos; and which increase of knowledge, sacred 
and profane, critical, religious, political and philosophical, it 
has been, that has corrected the progress of tyranny and su- 
perstition: and, though it has not yet brought the nations, as 
it will in time do, to beat their swords into ploughshares, yet 
it has obliged the persecutor to stay his cruelties. The op- 
pressors of mankind have trembled before it; and, by restric- 
tions on the liberty of the press, and of speech, and by every 
other means in their power, they have opposed its progress; 
but in vain. Knowledge has pressed on her way with an- 
gelic strength, and- effected what we see. But seeing that 
so large a portion of vice, as yet mingles itself with know- 
ledge, we see much evil mixing with the good. May that 
























knowledge increase which alone can ane the miseries of 
mankind! It will; “and they shall no more hurt nor destroy; 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord.” 
Isaiah xi. 9. : “trae a 

But let us fix our attention on the iconism in the vision. 
[ts sublimity is worthy of inspiration. “I saw a mighty an- 
cel come down from heaven.” Knowledge is of heavenly 
origin. Is any man wise? God doth instruct him to dis- 
cretion, and doth teach him. I said days should speak, 
and multitudes of years should teach wisdom; but there is 
a spirit in man, and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth 
them understanding. Evéry good gift and every perfect 
cift, is from above, and cometh down from the Father of 
lizhts; and especially that wisdom which is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle and easy to be entreated, fullof good fruits. 
Clothed with a cloud. A cloud, without any tokens of a 
storm, isa symbol of good. Simply it signifies protection; 
because a cloud protects from the scorching rays of the stn. 
A dropping, showering cloud the ancients made a symbol of _ 
wisdom, (Indian Interpreter, chap. 163) because, as showers 
fructify and make beautiful the natural world, so wisdom and 
knowledge the moral and intellectual. Hence Moses says— 
My doctrine shall drop as the rain; my speech shall distil 
as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, as the 
showers upon the grass. Deut. xxxil. 2. And Job— Unto 
me men gave ear, and waited, and kept silence at my coun- 
sel. After my words they speak not again, and my speech’ 
dropped upon them, and they waited for me as the rain; 
and they opened their mouths wide as for the latter rain, 
chap. xxix. 2-23. For one to sit or ride upon a cloud, is the 
symbol of success: but of what is thigsa symbol? There are 
four things, or circumstances, which will assist us in our de- 
termination. This angel does not sit upon a cloud, but he 
is clothed with a cloud; and that we may be certain that it 
is a dropping cloud, a cloud which brings reviving showers, 
he has a rainbow on his head. On his head, observe, not 
round about him (as chap. iv. 4) but on his head, the seat 
and symbol of intelligence, wisdom, and knowledge. All 
this determines, beyond a doubt, the nature of this cloud, and* 
of what it is the emblem, for when the rainbow appears, there 
is always gentle rain and sunshine. Observe again, his face 
was as it were the sun; the darkness fled before him: his 
presence every where dissipated the mists and darkness of 
ignorance and error, and shed abroad that light which puts 
to shame the hidden works of darkness. 

And his feet were as pillars of fire. Every one knows 
that the feet, in the metaphorical ——- of the scriptures, 
as well as 7. yom writings, usually signify progress, whether 
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in knowledge or practice. J turned my feet unto thy testi- 
monies. Walk while ye have the light lest darkness come 
upon you. A pillar is the symbol of strength. Behold J] 
have made thee this day, said God to Jeremiah, a defenced 
city, an iron pillar; and fire is a symbol, not only of that 
which destroys, but also of irresistible and rapid progress; 
and when it appears without any intimations of destruction. 
it signifies that which is good. How exactly has this been 
illustrated! The steps of knowledge have been with a firm 
and swift pace. In spite of all opposition, it has maintained 
its attitude firm and erect; and, in its progress, has been as 
irresistible and rapid as a flame. 

And he had in his hand a little book open. A book in 
itself appears a very apt emblem of knowledge; and an open 
book is, certainly, a most significant symbol either of the 
laying open of the treasures of knowledge in general, or of 
the disclosure of the contents of some one book in particular. 
There is a passage in Isaiah xxix. 10-14, which serves, very 
much to illustrate this subject. T'he Lord hath poured upon 
you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes; the 
prophets and the rulers, the seers hath he covered. And 
the vision of all has become unto you as the words of a 
book that is sealed, which men deliver to one that is learned, 
saying, Read this, I pray thee; and he saith, I cannot, for 
it is sealed—that is, closed, in opposition to being open—and 
the book is delivered to him that is not learned, saying, 
read this, I pray thee; and he saith, I am not learned. 
Now follows the application in which we discover more 
clearly the meaning of the Prophet’s metaphorical allusion. 
Wherefore the Lord saith, forasmuch as this people draws 
near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honor me, 
but have removed their heart far from me, and THEIR FEAR 
TOWARD ME IS TAUGHT BY THE PRECEPT OF MEN: therefore, 
behold I will proceed to do a marvellous work among this 
people, even a marvellous work and a wonder; FOR THE 
WISDOM OF THEIR WISE MEN SHALL PERISH, AND THE UNDER- 
STANDING OF THEIR PRUDENT MEN SHALL BE HID. In judg- 
ment for the general hypocrisy and wickedness of Israel, 
God threatens to close the eyes of their teachers, and to cause 
the wisdom of their wise men to fail. All this has been ex- 
actly exemplified in the history of Christianity, with respect to 
these Apocalyptic prophecies, in particular, as well as in that 
of the Jewish people relative to their prophecies. And the 
effects have been similar. Had these prophecies of John been 
better understood, and not, in judgment for sin, been closed 
and sealed, professing Christians might have been preserved 
from the seductions of antichrist, and the awful consequences 
which follow. As the Jews for their sins were left to be 














blind to the meaning of their prophecies, so that they knew not 

their Messiah when he came, but rejected him, and brought 

upon themselves the judgments of God, so has a similar 

blindness happened to the corrupt professors of Christianity. 

But as, at v. 18, a promise is given to the Jews, that the time 

shall come when their book shall be unsealed, and the darkness 

be taken away, that the deaf may hear the words of the book, 

and the eyes of the blind see out of obscurity ; so shall it be 
with these prophecies which God has given to the church of 

Christ; the book shall be opened that he who runneth may read. 

In this chapter of the Apocalypse, this open book appears 

to be the symbol, not only of the treasures of knowledge in 

general, but of that clearer knowledge of the meaning of this 

book of the Revelation, with which the true disciples shall 

be favored, in the “latter days,” on the sounding of the se- 

venth trumpet. We are led to this conclusion from the last 

four verses of the chapter, for, after John had heard the an- 

ge] announce the speedy sounding of this trumpet, for finish- 

ing the mystery of God, he says—“And the voice which | 

heard from heaven spake unto me again, and said, go, and 

take the little book which is open in the hand of the angel, 

who stands upon the sea and upon the earth. And I took the 

little book out of the angel’s hand, dnd ate it up. And he 

said unto me, you must prophecy again before many peoples, 

and nations, and tongues, and kings.” “St. John,” says 

Daubuz, “here again acts the part of a prophet; that is, bears 

a symbolical character of those faithful Christians, who are 

then in the world, whilst this part of the prophecy is trans- 
acted.”” This the reader will do well to bear in mind as it 
will assist him greatly in the interpretation of many passages 
of this book, otherwise very obscure. Eating a book signi- 
fies to receive it into the mind, and to study, and figuratively, 
to digest its contents. (See Ezek. ii. 9, 10; iii. 1-10.) The 
true believers, whom John represents, will, at the time of the 
completion of the prophecy, do so: and the predictions of this 
book will then become the subject of general notice, and be 
urged on the attention of many peoples, and nations, and 
tongues, and kings, in proof, among other things, of the truth 
of divine revelation, and of the -providential and moral go- 
vernment of God. And then may John be said to prophecy 
before them again, when, by his real successors, the true be- 
lievers, his predictions shall thus be proclaimed and pub- 
lished, and openly revealed for the reproof, conviction, and 
instruction of mankind. Angel of light and knowledge! 
Give us this book to eat! We will eat itup! May John, the 

highly favored, and beloved disciple, by the instrumentality 
of the Faithful of this generation, again prophecy before many 

peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings! 
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But we must not forget to observe, that this open book is 
said to be a little one. This circumstance, certainly, would 
not have been noticed but to mark out something which de- 
serves particular attention. A little book. Seeing that most 
writers suppose that there is an allusion in chapter ix. 18, to 
a change in the warfare of nations by the use of gunpowder 
during the progress of the second wo. May not the size of 
this book have reference to the invention and practice of 
printing? Formerly, a volume of the Holy Scriptures, or 
even of this book of the Revelation, was a burden to carry; 
but how reduced by the invention of printing! and conse- 
quently how much more cheap, and how much easier the cir- 
culation of knowledge! Of this the reader will judge.* 

“And he set his right foot upon the sea, and his left foot 
on the earth.” ‘T'o set the foot on any place,” says Daubuz, 
“signifies to take possession thereof. It signifies also to over- 
come, as in order to take possession and to rule.” See Deut. 
xi. 24; Josh. x. 24; Ps. viti. 6; xlvil. 3; Rev. xi. 2. Now as 
it cannot well be disputed that the earth may signify, in the 
prophetic style, the continental parts of the world known to 
the ancients, and the sea the maritime and insular parts, it 
may deserve consideration whether, by the angel’s setting 
his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the earth, some 
particular countries, in the scene of the vision may not be 
intended. His right foot is placed on the sea, that is some 
island or maritime country, as Great Britain, where know- 
ledge, sacred and profane, religious, political and philosophi- 
cal, has made the progress thus represented; his left foot is 
on the earth, that is, on the continental parts, as France, 
Germany, &c. where knowledge, in spite of all the opposi- 
tion it has met with from the votaries of tyranny and super- 
stition, has also made considerable and rapid progress; and 
to which cause we may trace the convulsions which threaten 
the demolition of all the thrones of tyranny, and altars of 
superstition. 

But observe, the right foot of the angel was placed on the 
sea. As the right hand, in the language of the sacred wri- 
tings, means the mighty hand, and as, when a thing is-said 
to be done by the right hand of God it signifies that it is 





* If the invention of gunpowder, and of the use of firearms, may be con- 
sidered as signified by the “fire, smoke, and brimstone” issuing out of the 
mouths of the lion-heads (ch. ix. 18) in the preceding vision, no good rea- 
son we apprehend can be urged, why this little open book may not be a sym- 
bol of the invention of printing, and of the consequent disclosure of the 
treasures of knowledge. A subject as much more worthy of prophecy, as 
to dignify and save mankind, is better than to degrade and destroy. To 
the invention of printing, which gave wings to knowledge, is ascribed as 
one chief means, the success of Luther's Reformation. 

Robertson's Hist. Charles V. vol. ii. 153. 
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uliarly the work of his power, and that power displayed 
in some extraordinay way; so, by analogy, the right foot be- 
speaks something pre-eminent in the thing intended. He set 
his right foot upon the sea. In this maritime country, ot 
which this angel of knowledge thus takes possession, are we 
not to look for the progress of that knowledge and truth which 
is of the most distinguished worth and importance. Chris- 
tian knowledge, divine truth, as well as that valuable know- 
ledge which is conversant with things of a merely civil and 
temporal nature—arts and sciences, liberty and government? 
Look to the continent: knowledge has there made rapid pro- 
gress; but it has been, in most countries, in things of infe- 
rior worth. Look to the sea, to that favored isle, where the 
word of God has had, comparatively, free course; where the 
science of government was diligently studied, and those prin- 
ciples which have prescribed bounds to power, and ascertained 
the right of man, were advancing with steady steps, when 
the surrounding nations lay sleeping in their chains; and 
where, while the most polite and powerful people were crouch- 
ing beneath the rod of intolerance, and giving up their un- 
derstandings to the direction of religious usurpers, the rights 
of conscience were vindicated; sacred knowledge was pur- 
sued with vigor and success, and Christianity was at once 
freeing herself from the deformities of superstition, and dif- 
fusing its cheering beams in every direction. 

He cried with a loud voiee as whenalionroars. “Wis- 
dom,” says Solomoi, “cries upon the high places of the city;” 
but, when she invites the simple to her feast, her accents are 
mild—‘*Come eat of my bread and drink of the wine which 
I have mingled. Forsake the foolish and live.” But when 
this angel of knowledge calls for the judgments which are 
to finish the mystery of God, he sets his right foot upon the 
sea, and his left foot upon the earth, and cries with a loud 
voice as whenalionroars. Nothing has filled the corrupters 
and destroyers of the earth with so much dread as the increase 
of knowledge; and the cry which it has excited against their 
corruptions and horrors, has reached the deepest recesses of 
the palace and the conclave, and made the conspirators against 
the church of God, and the liberties, and the happiness of 
mankind, tremble for their fate, as when a lion roars. 

With these ideas of the vision, read it over again, part by 
part, with scrutinizing attention. And I saw another mighty 
angel come down from heaven. clothed with a cloud. He 
casts about him as a robe the clouds of heaven; and, prepa- 
ratory to the age being crowned with goodness, he refreshes 
the thirsty ground with showers of blessings. They distil 
upon the pastures of the wilderness, and the little hills re- 
Joice on every side. And his face was as it were the sun, 
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not to scorch, but at once to diffuse his cheering light, and to 
fructify the watered earth. And he had in his hand a litt), 
book open—and he set his right foot upon the sea, and his 
left foot upon the earth—and cried with a loud voice as 
when a lion roars. What a union of beauty and grandeur! 
As nothing but inspiration could exhibit a representation so 
perfect and exact, so, divine inspiration alone could impress 
upon a finite mind imagery so sublime. 

ART OF PRINTING. 

The first, and perhaps the most important invention which 
has an obvious leaning on the general propagation of divine 
knowledge among the nations Is the artof printing. This 
art appears to have been invented (at least in Europe) about 
the year 1430, being about twenty-three years before the cap- 
ture of Constantinople by the Euphrateans or Turks. One 
Laurentius or Laurence Koster, a native of Haerlem, a town 
in Holland, was the inventor. As he was walking in a wood 
near the city, he began to cut some letters upon the rind of 
a beech tree, which, for the sake of gratifying his fancy, be- 
ing impressed on paper, he printed one or two lines as a spe- 
cimen for his grandchildren to follow. This having sue- 
ceeded, he meditated greater things; and first of all, invented 
a more glutinous writing ink; because he found the common 
ink sunk and spread; and thus formed whole pages of wood, 
with letters cut upon them. By the gradual improvement of 
this art, and its application to the diffusion of knowledge, a 
new era was formed in the annals of the human race, and 
in the progress of science, religion, and morals. To it we 
are chiefly indebted for our deliverance from ignorance and 
error, aad for most of those scientific discoveries and im- 
provements in the arts which distinguish the period in which 
we live. Without its aid, the reformation from Popery could 
scarcely have been achieved; for, had the books of Luther, 
who became famous in 1517, been multiplied by the slow 
progress of hand writing and copying, they could never have 
been diffused to any extent; and the influence of bribery and 
of power might have been sufficient to have arrested their 
progress, or even to have erased their existence. But, being 
poured forth from the press by thousands ata time, they spread 
over the nations of Europe like an inundation, and with a 
rapidity which neither the authority of princes, nor the 
schemes of priests and cardinals, nor the bulls of popes, 
could counteract or suspend. To this noble invention 1t is 
owing that copies of the Bible have been multiplied to the 
extent of many millions—that ten thousands of them are to 
be found in every Protestant country—and that the poorest 
individual who expresses a desire for it, may be furnished 
with the “Word of Life” which will guide him to a blessed 
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immortality. That divine light which is destined to illumi- 
nate every region of the globe, and to reform men of all 
kindreds, nations, and tongues, is accelerated in its move- 
ments, and directed in its course through the nations, by the 
invention of the art of printing; and ere long, it will distri- 
bute among the inhabitants of every land, the “law and the 
testimony of the Most High,” to guide their steps to the re- 
gions of eternal bliss. In short, there is not a more powerful 
instrument in the hands of Providence, for the diffusing of 
the knowledge of the nature, and the will of the Deity, and 
for the accomplishing the grand objects of Revelation than 
the art of multiplying books, and of conveying intelligence 
through the medium of the press. When the press speaks 
it articulates with the roar of a lion, and rolls upon the ear 
of tyrants their downfall with the voice of seven thunders. 
Without the press, we should be at a loss to conceive how 
an extensive and universal propagation of the doctrine of 
revelation could be effected unless after the lapse of an in- 
definite number of ages. But with the aid of this invention, 
the island of Great Britain alone, within less than a hundred 
years, could furnish a copy of the Scriptures to every inha- 
bitant of the world, and would defray the expense of such 
an undertaking, with much more ease, and with a smaller 
sum than were necessary to furnish the political warfare in 
which she was lately engaged with the powers of Europe. 
These considerations teach us, that the ingenious inventions 
of the human mind are under the direction and control of the 
Governor of the world—are intimately connected with the 
accomplishment of the plan of his providence, and a ten- 
dency, either directly or indirectly, to promote, over every 
region of the earth, the progress and introduction of the 
kingdom of the Redeemer. They also show us, from what 
small beginnings the most magnificent operations of the di- 
vine economy may derive-their origin. Who could have 
imagined that the simple circumsiance of a person amusing 
himself by cutting a few letters on the bark of a tree, and 
impressing them on paper, was intimately connected with the 
mental illumination of mankind; and that the art which 
sprung from this casual process was destined to be the prin- 
cipal means of illuminating the nations, and of conveying 
to the ends of the earth, “the salvation of our God?” But 
“He who rules in the armies of heaven, and among the inha- 
bitants of the earth,” and who sees “the end from the begin- 
ning,” overrules the most minute movements of all his crea- 
tures, in subserviency to his ultimate designs, and shows 
himself, in this respect, to be “wonderful in counsel, and ex- 
cellent in aw ee | 
G 
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THE REST FROM SIN. 
(Continuation of correspondence from my father in England.) 

How, then, does the Son of God impart this rest to them 
that come to him? He does so, first of all, by the authorita- 
tive declaration of his word, in connection with faith and 
obedience, that their sins are forgiven them. The remission 
of sins, or the forgiveness of all past offences, is the first be- 
nefit which sinners derive from Christ by faith. John’s bap- 
tism was the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. 
Peter’s declaration on the day of Pentecast, was—“‘Repent 
and be baptised every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins.” Ananias’ command to Saul 
was—‘‘Arise and be baptised, and wash away thy sins call- 
ing on the pame of the Lord.” Through the man Christ 
Jesus Paul preached the forgiveness of sins. Redemption 
and the forgiveness of sins; fellowship with Christ in his 
resurrection, and the forgiveness of “all trespasses; and the 
washing away of sins by the blood of Christ are inseparably 
conjoined through every part of the New Testament. Then 
what but unbelief, or misapprehension, or misinformation, or 
disobedience, can deprive us of that rest which arises from 
a scriptural assurance that all the sins of our past lives are 
forgiven us? Secondly, This rest is imparted by “‘the git 
of the Holy Spirit.” Not one passage of scripture is there, 
from Genesis to Revelation, that authorises us to expect this 
gift, until we have first come to Christ by faith, for divine 
forgiveness: nor is it possible that it can be sought but by 
faith; or that it can be bestowed, until this has actually taken 
place. In proof of this we appeal to the testimony of Jesus; 
the declarations of the Apostles; and the universal expe- 
rience of primitive Christians. What, then, said our Lord 
during his personal ministry? We are informed that ‘In 
the last day, that great day of the feast,” Jesus stood and cried, 
saying, “If,” &c. &e. And then it is added—“But this spake 
he of the spirit which they that believe on him should receive; 
for the Holy Ghost was not yet given because that Jesus was 
not yet glorified.” Nowshall it be affirmed that this promise 
relates exclusively to miraculous gifts? What! when our 
Lord said to the woman of Samaria, “If thou knewest the 
gift of God, and who it is that saith unto thee give me to 
drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have 
iven thee living water,” did that signify the gift of tongues? 
Vhy, my brethren, all increase of knowledge, wisdom, spi- 
ritual understanding, comfort, faith, hope, and love, came to 
primitive Christians, through this gift, consequent on the re- 
mission of their sins through faith: and never can the rest 
promised be realised, in its fullest sense, until the Holy Spirit 
be sought, according to divine appointment; and that gift be 
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restored in its pristine plenitude! It is, indeed, a lamentable 
misapprehension, a melancholy oversight, on our part, that 
“the gift of the Holy Spirit” precedes rather than follows 
faith. The effect of this error is fatal to our peace. It per- 
fectly bewilders our imaginations. We know not which to 
believe, the invitation that commands us to come to Christ 
just as we are, or the system that tells us we must be dif- 
‘ferent from what we are that we may come to Christ. /f 
we knew that in order to “be renewed in the spirit of our 
minds;” in order that we may “put off the old man which is 
corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, and put on the new 
man which, after God, is created in righteousness, knowledge, 
and true holiness, we must first come to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
as poor, vile, helpless, and guilty creatures (without troubling 
ourselves about the abstruse, metaphysical disquisitions of 
theologians, respecting antecedents and consequents) in order 
that He, having forgiven us our past trespasses, may, by his 
Holy Spirit, perform all these things in us and for us—why 
then we should understand the gospel; be at peace; obtain 
rest; ‘and rejoice in Christ Jesus having no confidence in the 
flesh:’ whereas now we neither understand our teachers, nor 
ourselves; and are in perplexity, doubt, and fear. How de- 
sirable then is it, my friends, that we should be willing to 
receive this rest in the way in which Jesus, the Son of God, 
has promised to impart it. Look at his disciples. Were they 
not, for the most part, exceedingly uninformed during his 
personal ministry? They attempted to dissuade him from 
suffering. They wére utterly at a loss to understand what 
he meant when he spake of rising from the dead. After his 
resurrection, they were “Fools and slow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets had spoken. And only a few moments 
before his ascension they inquired—“Lord wilt thou at this 
time restore the kingdom unto Israel”—expecting a political 
salvation rather than a spiritual renovation! And yet they 
were disciples! In like manner you may be very ignorant, 
and far off from that, eventually, entire change which the 
Holy Spirit alone can, progressively, operate within us by 
the word of truth; and yet having been convinced, as sinners, 
come to Christ by faith, your sins be forgiven you,” &c. &e. 
Now that passages like these should have given offence, 
which indeed they did, will appear the more remarkable, when 
I inform you that the church service is read in the congre- 
gatfon to which they were addressed. Jn that, you know, 
it is solemnly professed, as in the presence of Almighty 
God, “I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins.” 
In what way, I would ask, excepting by the lip, is this ac- 
knowledged? Infant sprinkling sets aside baptism for the 
remission of sins altogether. “Sins” always signify actual 
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transgressions. This constitutes the dissimilitude betweey 
adults and infants. What then, but solemn mockery of th¢ 
Holy Spirit (unintentionally indeed ) can be predicated of suc} 
a discrepancy between theory and practice? 

With regard to the present state of political parties in this 
country they are conservatives, including ultra tories, tories. 
and moderate whigs; and consistent whigs in combination 
with radicals, or as they are called destructives. The former. 
I strongly suspect, will prove the stronger. The rallying 
words are “‘the kings prerogatives, no Popery, but Protesiant- 
ism, and existing institutions, with a correction of certain 
abuses.” It will bea trial of strength truly portentous. The 
consistent whigs cannot stand without the radicals. If they 
conjointly succeed, the whigs will not be able to satisfy the 
destructives without turning over the first leaf of a revolution. 
The Times Newspaper has assumed a new position. Tts 
principles are “measures not men.” It is evidently deter- 
mined on a middle course; between ultra tories and destruc- 
tives. For myself while | am thankful to God for good prin. 
ciples, I hope I shall ever be grateful to men for kind services 
As a man, | think the late ministry have been treated most 
shamefully. If the interests of Protestantism were at heart, 
the church of England would not set its face against the 
comprehension of Dissenters, who are known to be staunch 
Protestants; nor would they be opposed as they are to church 
reform. The truth is, the struggle is for “tthe loaves and 
fishes;’’ and but for these both the church itself and the word 
church might sink into desuetude. The distress of the coun- 
try is inexpressibly awful. Families without number are at 
their last shifts how to provide for their children. The poor 
are oppressed. Intemperance, irreligion, and vice are gene- 
rated by despondency. The times are a terrific test of prin- 
ciple to all classes. To control nature within the use oi 
things lawful is virtue. How dreadful, then, must be that 
conflict which debarred of the uses of things lawful, and ex- 

osed to temptation, is compelled to do violence to nature. 

#hout the mercy of God, the choice, at the best, will be 
the least inconvenience of acknowledgedevils. The placard 
of one street I passed through was the heart-rending petition 
“Great God hear the cry of the poor.” 

Your affectionate father, 
Joun Tuomas. 





“THE CHILDREN OF THE KINGDOM,” 
CLERICAL POLITICIANS. 
My Dear Son,—The man who extends the kingdom of 
science, is more noble than the man, whose sole praise con- 
sists in enlarging a political division of the earth; but how 
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unestimable is the minister, who professing to extend the 
kingdom of God, can find time to signalize himself as a po- 
litician. Politics are a science: the science of government; 
the art or practice of administering public affairs. They in- 
volve deeply the interests and present happiness of man; and 
comprebend subjects of indisputable practical importance to 
mankind. But while “godliness hath the promise of the life 
which is to come;” the ministry of the gospel is, in its es- 
sence, accidents, and incidents, exclusively evangelical. Its 
objects are eternal. Its subjects are heavenly. Its honors 
and advantages are spiritual. Nothing but what tends to 
true wisdom and salvation, comes within the spiritual sphere 
of its operations: and that mankind may receive benefit from 
celestial communications ought to be its governing motive. 
What time, then, can the ministers of Jesus Christ find for 
“‘remonstrances to sovereigns;” for animadversions on “per- 
nicious councils,” and “‘patronage and corruption;” for detec- 
tion of “intrigues;” for exposure of “profligate expenditure;” 
for the assertion of “civil and political right;” for inveighing 
against ‘foreign policy,” “oppressive taxation,” “ruinous ex- 
peditions,” “corrupt juries,” “egregious malversations,” “pen- 
sion lists,” “evil advisers,” “a hateful oligarchy,” and a “‘ve- 
nal press’’—while souls are “perishing for lack of knowledge?” 
The principles of a free constitution, indeed, and public li- 
berty are by no means to be either renounced or surrendered: 
but the people, and not the clergy, are the proper guardians 
of the public weal. It was with these sentiments, that on 
perusing the Morning Chronicle, of yesterday, I read the re- 
port of a political meeting at Chard, Somerset, (west.) It 
stated that “the concourse of people collected in the market 
place was very great.” The Rev. W. P. Thomas, “regretted 
that the most cowardly, the most wicked, the most false re- 
ports * * * had been industriously circulated in certain 
quarters.” Then “the Rev. John Gunn was loudly called 
for.’ He “‘spoke at considerable length, and with great power 
and effect in support of °—what?—the testimony of the Lord 
Jesus? No: but “in support of the great principles of reform 
for which reformers contend; and in support of our tried re- 
presentatives,” &c. &c. On the adjourned inquest at Rath- 
cormac, on Friday and part of Saturday last, it is said, in 
this day’s Chronicle, “God grant, for the sake of human na- 
ture, that some evidence may be adduced to refute a portion 
of these statements: or, at least, to mitigate the atrocities 
which they record. The witnesses, however, were all plain, 
unsophisticated, honest, and, it appears, decent country peo- 
ple of unblemished character. Unwilling, as I am, to make 
any comment upon their evidence, before the conclusion of 
the inquest, I will not hesitate to say, that unless they be 
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proved to be perjurers, a verdict something very like “wilfy} 
murder” must be returned. The first witness, Thomas Bow- 
derin, thus described the circumstances connected with the 
death of Richard Ryan, (one of widow Ryan’s two sons.) 
“Tf heard him say to a soldier in pursuit of him, ‘Soldier, don’t 
fire! don’t fire? sd I have done nothing.’ 1 immediately 
heard two shots fired, and saw Dick Ryan fall back.” The 
widow’s own account is as follows:—‘‘When I first heard the 
sogers were coming, I was knitting a stocking for Dick. May 
the great God forgive him all his sins, and rest his soul in 
peace this day! And I knelt down, and I prayed to God that 
there may be no murdher in the parish that day. And it was 
not long till I heard they were coming down to my own hag- 
gart; and ’twas God’s will they began to fire soon. At the 
first shot I ran out, through my own barn, and down through 
the orchard, as fast as my old legs could carry me. When I 
got to the ditch, I cried out, oh! dear Christians help me over, 
and let me save my life; the bloodhounds are hunting us. 
In the middle of the next field I met my son Daniel—oh! 
Dan. says I, where is Dick? Vmafraid heisdown. ‘I don’t 
know,’ said Dan. ‘but have coufage mother; God is good, 
and he won’t bring such trouble on you these holy times. 
And mother,’ says he, ‘the shooting is stopped now, do you 

o back and look for Dick, for they won’t have the heart to 

urt or harm an old woman like you; and tell ‘Black Billy’ 
(the name the very Rev. Archdeacon Ryder was best known 
by in the country) that you will pay him his tithes, or the 
robbers will destroy our haggart, and burn our house, and 

ou must walk Ireland in your old days.’ With that I turned 
Cock. and I met my daughter in the bohreen, and she went 
with me, guarding me with her hands round my neck. I met 
_ eight or nine sogers and their sargent. I cried out, ‘Oh, 
_ where is Ryder, till [ pacify him! And when I got to the 
door of my own house, Ryder rode up to me looking very 
blacke ‘Widow Ryan,’ says he, ‘you would not come to me 
_ till I shewed you the law was too strong for you. I told him 
| then I would pay him his tithes to save my children’s lives. 
‘Will you pay me now?’ ‘No; for I have not so much in the 
house; but I will pay you some day in the week.’ With that 
_ he put his hand in his pocket for a book to swear me, in my 
own barn, and it full of corpses; but, thank God, I took no 
oath, and will never pay him now. He then went to look 
for Capt. Collis (the representative of the late Archdeacon, 
in whose right he claims a portion of the tithes now due) 
and I went to look at the dead bodies, to see would I know 
their faces. I turned two of them on their backs, and they 
were strangers. I then looked down to the end of my barn, 
and I saw my fine boy stretched on his back, looking at me 
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with the whites of his eyes and his mouth open. I stag- 
ered down to him, and caught his 6% and he had no a 
put my mouth to his mouth, and he had no breath. I then 
began to shut his eyes, and close his lips; and Dick Willis 
eried out to me, ‘Don’t stop his breath;’ ‘oh! Dick, says I, he 
has no breath to stop, and no heart to beat.’ With that I 
caught his head, and my daughter caught his feet, and stretched 
him in his blood where he Tay; and though my eye-balls are 
like two burning coals, 1 cried no tear since.” From this 
awful scene I turned to the New Testament. There, in re- 
gular course, I read the following touching narrative: “And 
it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city called 

Nain: and many of his disciples went with him, and much 

eople. Now, when he came nigh to the gate of the city, 
behold there was a dead man carried out, the only son of his 
mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city 
was with her. And when the Lord saw her, he had com- 
passion on her, and said unto her, weep not. And he came 
and touched the bier (and they that bare him stood still) and 
he said, Young man, I say unto thee, arise! And he that 
was dead sat up, and began to speak: and he delivered him 
to his mother. And there came a fear on all, and THEY GLO- 
riFieED Gop saying, that a great Prophet is risen up among 
us, and that Gop HATH VISITED HIS PEOPLE.” Is this imitable? 

Read the following letter: 

Copy of an Original Letter from the Rev. William Law, the celebrated 
nonjuring Clergyman; addressed to a friend who had presented him 
with some political books: 

“Kinescurrr, April 2, 1759. 
“Dear Sitr,— With gratitude I acknowledge the receipt of 
your generous present, and the favor of your kind letter, which 

[ was glad to see written by your own bee The two books 

you were so kind to bestow me, I thankfully receive, and 

suppose them to be very good of their kind, and seasonably 
adapted to the state of the times. But, as to myself, I have 
no ability to meditate much on such books. Reading is eat- 
ing; therefore, I only read such books as are food that is suited 
to the hunger that is in me: I leave learning to the dearned: 

Hebrew grammars, and Hebrew roots, are of no more use 

with me than the water that could be drawn from Jacob’s 

well. ‘If any man thirst (saith Christ) let him come unto 
me and drink; and from him shall flow rivers of living wa- 
ters.’ All my religion and reading are devoted ‘to this hea- 
venly spirit of Christ within me; loving, praying, and thirst- 
ing, for nothing but this water of heaven, that the meek, hum- 
ble, patient, suffering, heavenly spirit of the Lamb of God, 
may be born in me. 

“T remain, sir, your affectionate friend, Wm. Law.” 
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Ah! here is a contrast between the spirit of the hustin 


gs 


and the spiritof God. This good man did not think it enough 
to know that he possessed a measure of the Holy Spirit; but 
he wished to “be filled with the goede “be filled with 


all the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ to 
the praise and glory of God.” There is much truth in the 
following remarks: “The Church of England has, in this 
instance, inflicted a wound on herself from which she wil] 
never recover. What could respresent her in a more unfa- 
vorable light, than that of her clergy enlisting the military 
in their service; and enforcing the collection, at the point of 
the bayonet, from the poor Catholic peasantry, of the imposts, 
for the support of the church, which they have not the means, 
any more than the disposition, to pay? Well may she ex- 
claim, ‘‘Save me from my friends!” for but for their indiscre- 
tion and obstinacy, at the end of last session, in the rejection 
of the tithes bill, she would have escaped the obloquy, and 
humanity been spared the pain, of witnessing the frightful 
destruction of human life, and the consequent misery to wi- 
dows and orphans, which was last week committed at Rath- 
cormac.” 

How true is it that “that which is highly esteemed among 
men is abomination in the sight of God.” The Baptist de- 
nomination is held in little estimation by the Church of Eng- 
land; but “a system which, while it assumes the spiritual 
character, and pretends to soar above a sublunary existence, 
derives its maintenance from the secular arm, wielded with 
a brute force, and scruples not to hurl a human victim (stained, 
perhaps, with unrepented crime) into the awful presence of 
his Creator”—cannot be perpetuated. “They that preach 
the gospel must live of the gospel: but he who makes a 
trade of the gospel is not a minister of the gospel. 

Your affectionate father, Joun Tomas. 





BRO. A. ANDERSON TO BRO. A. CAMPBELL. 

Betovep Bro. Campsett,—Some of our brethren appear 
to look upon the present time of the reformation as big with 
evil. May the Lord deliver his people from all from which 
they need to be delivered, and establish them in all in which 
they need to be established, for his great name’s sake, amen! 
That the things embraced in this prayer will be accomplished 
is abundantly confirmed by the word of the Lord. Let us 
attentively consider the times past and those to come, let us 
do it under the light of the divine word. Not to ee 
examples at present, let us remember the times of the fall, 
of the fluod, of Moses, and of the suffering Messiah. And 
lest we occupy too much space, let us dwell, just now upon 
one only. Inthe hour and power of darkness, the Captain 
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of our salvation was crucified; his body was laid in a sepul- 
chre! The sepulchre made sure with a guard. It came to 
pass as the Lord had said to his diseiples: ““You will weep 

and lament, but the world will rejoice.” Here is room, while 

Jesus is in the tomb for a disciple to pause and meditate. 

Jesus. the Lord of day and night, of heaven and earth, of 
life and death, in the grave! the world de gy his people 

weeping, lamenting, sorrowful! Thanks to God, the tri- 

umph of the world and its god, was soon to passaway. The 

appointed morning draws near; it comes, and shines forth a 

brightness of joy and glory which dispels the gloomy dark- 
ness, for Jesus had also said: ‘Your sorrow shall be turned 

into joy.” On this theme we should often think; blessed be 

God our Father, although such advantages wete given to the 

world and ifs God, as to have the Redeemer in death and in 
the grave, yet he arose conqueror over all the power of the 
grand adversary, and ascended far above all heavens. Let 
us all much meditate on what God has done and on what he 
will do, as his word tells us. Let us honor and obey him in 

all things, and then we shall not be unduly anxious. Thanks 
to God our Father, that he has made our beloved brother 
Campbell, a great means of removing much rubbish from the 
foundation of the Prophets and Apostles; a great means of 
bringing our eyes to see, our hands to lay hold on, and our 
hearts to enjoy the true foundation. Will brother C. become 
the means of averting our eyes, our hands, our hearts, from 
the beautiful, and firm, and perfect foundation? Thanks to 
God, that he has made brother C. a great means of teaching 
us, in a better way, to use the armour of God! Will brother 
C. become the means of wnteaching us to use this fit, and 
bright, and glorious armour of God? God has made you, 
very dear brother, a great means of enlightening our minds 
on many subjects. One of them is baptism. Our attention 
has been called to the Book, and fixed upon it; we cannot, 
must not give up the Book. Let us attend to it as children 
of God. This lays before us the will of our Father in hea- 
ven. To honor the Son, is to honor the Father. To honor 
him is to obey his word. He said to his Apostles; “Go 
throughout all the world, proclaim the glad tidings to the 
whole creation. He who shall believe and be immersed, 
shall be saved; but he who shall not believe shall be con- 
demned.” Is not baptism for the remission of sins a part of 
the glad tidings? Let the Holy Spirit by Peter on the day 
of Pentecost answer this question. Then, he who believes, 
believes the glad tidings, a part of which is baptism for the 
remission of sins. God forbid that we take any thing from 
his word, or add to it, or change its order! He said to his 
Apostles; “Whose sins soever you remit, they are remitted 
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to them; whose soever you retain, are retained.” Now, whose 
sins were remitted on the day of Pentecost? and whose re- 
tained? for whom did the Lord institute baptism? for those 
whose sins are already remitted? or for those whose sins are 
not remitted? certainly for those whose sins are not remitted. 
Then, the Baptists have and teach an immersion, which js 
not the Lord’s; they teach an immersion for those whose 
sins are already remitted according to their own language, 
As they do not teach the Lord’s institution of baptism, they 
teach a human institution, and therefore a vain one: “[n 
vain they worship me, while they teach institutions merely 
human.” It pleased God to give immersion connected with 
its design, as on the day of Pentecost. The word of God 
no where says, that immersion wnconnected with its design 
is acceptable to God. It appears to me, beloved brother, aw- 
fully hazardous to separate what God has joined. The Bap- 
tists have done this; therefore, to me it is sin to remain satis- 
fied with their immersion. There appear some few excep- 
tions among them. Some of the “Pedobaptists” have the 
design of baptism, but they have not immersion; we hesitate 
not to baptize them. I am as much opposed as brother C. 
to putting off Christ, in order to put him on. But will not 
brother C. join with me in urging him who never has put on 
Christ, to put him on? Beloved brother, in saying that Paul 
had to teach the Romans the meaning of baptism, you ap- 
pear to come in conflict with a part of the fifteenth chapter 
of the same letter: “However, my brethren, I myself am 
persuaded, concerning you, that you also are full of good- 
ness, being filled with all knowledge; able also, to instruct 
one another. But, 1 have written the more boldly to you, 
brethren, partly, as calling things to your remembrance, 
through the favor which is given me of God.” Besides, 
were not Romans present on Pentecost, and did not Peter 
speak plainly enough to be understood? If the joy of obe- 
dience to God, is the joy of enthusiasm, then, my joy is en- 
thusiastic. What J did, I did to honor God, and, therefore, 
was not soashamed of it as to cover it with night. Asto what 
may become of all former prayers, &c. it gives my own mind 
no uneasiness; God knows how to look upon them, to place 
them where he pleases; the God who knew what to do with 
the prayers and alms of Cornelius, knows what to do with 
me and mine. As to myself, I feel no disposition to press 
re-immersion upon any; I have just to preach the gospel. 
This is the power of God for salvation to every believer. 
Your reference to fiftgaenth of Acts, is not applicable to me. 
Nineteenth of Acts, ig an exemplification of re-immersion; 
this satisfies my own mind. But apart from this, the con- 
viction of never having been baptised in obedience to my 
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Lord, is enough for me. Let me reciprocate your affection, 
my highly esteemed and much beloved brother; | embrace 
you in the arms of the tenderest and purest love, taught me 
hy my dying Lord. Please to look upon me as an older and 
a much more learned brother upon a younger, yea, a very 
little one at the feet of Jesus, our exalted Lord. May the 
Lord Almighty abundantly bless you and all who love him, 
with his enriching blessing, is the prayer of your’s, in the 
animating and blessed hope of eternal life, 
A.tsert ANDERSON. 


REFORMATION, 
Richmond, October 10, 1835. 
Dear Brotuer Campsett,—In my former epistle, I glanced 
at the state of the Jews and Gentiles, at the several periods, 
when “repentance and the remission of sins” or salvation 
by Jesus Christ, was proclaimed to each of them by the Apos- 
tles—the chosen witnesses of his resurrection. I showed 
that “the circumcision” evinced their repentance towards God 
by transferring their obedience from the law of Moses, and 
the law of human tradition to the “law of faith:”—that 
“the uncircumcision” proved theirs, by renouncing the va- 
nities of Paganism for the realities of the truth; and that 
both these classes of men were manifested as “living stones,” 
“a holy and royal priesthood,” an “elect race,” “a holy na- 
tion,” “a purchased people”—in short, were made known to 
the world under a new character, even that of Christian: 
and that this manifestation was effected by an indiscriminate 
immersion of every believer into Jesus Christ. This was 
the sole, and only possible way in which Jews and Gentiles 
could become Christians at the period under consideration. 
An immersed believer of the testimony which God had given 
of his Son was the only truly reformed character in those 
days of Apostolic purity and simplicity. He alone was truly 
repentant; his sins, or actual transgressions, were alone re- 
mitted. He alone was sanctified, or made holy; he alone 
was reconciled to God; he alone was adopted into the famil 
of God; he alone had received the salvation of his soul. 
Such characters the Apostles addressed as “qualified fora 
sve of the inheritance of the saints in the light;” as “de- 
ivered from the power of darkness, and translated into the 
kingdom of God’s beloved Son;” as “having redemption, even 
the remission of sins;” as “formerly alienated in mind, and 
enemies by wicked works, but now, indeed, reconciled by the 
body of Christ’s flesh through death;” as characters, “to whom 
it has pleased God to make known what is the riches of the 
glory of this secret among the Gentiles, which is Christ in 
you (by faith) the hope of glory;” as “circumcised with the 
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circumcision made without hands, in the putting off the body 
of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ; having been bu- 

ried with him in immersion, by which also you ba been 

raised with him, through the belief of the strong working of 
God, who raised him from the dead, for you who were dead 

on account of trespasses, and by the uncircumcision of your 

flesh, he has made alive together with him, having forgiven 

you all trespasses;” as “having oa off the old man, with his 
practices; and having put on the new, who is renewed by 

knowledge, after the image of him who created him;” as 

“heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ,” in whom the 

glory hereafter to be revealed transcends all human concep- 
tion. Such, then, was the state of a Christian, and such too 
was the only way in which a Jew or Gentile could enter 
therein. No one out of Christ had any right to these privi- 
leges; and, in the Apostles’ days, there was but one way of 
getting into Christ, and that was by being immersed in water 
into his name. 

I would here beg leave to observe, that when once reformed, 
it was the practice of these Christians to conduct themselves 
holily, unblameably, and unreproveably, in the sight of God. 
There were exceptions. It is not of these I speak. I refer 
to those who walked worthy of their high calling. To some 
of these worthies, of whom the world was not worthy, were 
distributed the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Those of them who 
received these gifts were called “spiritual men.” These en- 
dowments were bestowed for the qualification of certain of 
the Christians for the service and edification of the body of 
Christ—the Christian community; and ceased when that 
body attained to “the unity of the faith, and of the know- 
ledge of the Son of God”—which it did, when the know- 
ledge and matter of faith, distributed among the spiritural 
" men, were united and rendered permanent in the writings of 
the Holy Scriptures. Since the days of the Apostle John, 
we have no credible testimony of the bestowment of a single 
gift of the Holy Spirit. The cirrs of the Spirit, however, 
are to be distinguished from the rruirs of the Spirit. The 
gifts were “the word of wisdom,” “the word of knowledge,” 
“faith” to remove mountains, “gifts of healing,” “operations 
of powers,” “prophecy,” “discerning of spirits,” “kinds of 
foreign languages,” &c. &e.—the fruits, “love, joy, peace, 
long suffering, gentleness, goodness, fidelity, meekness, tem- 
perance.” The former are the result of inspiration; the lat- 
ter flow from the truth believed and obeyed. These fruits 
are the signs by which true Christians may be discovered, 
and discriminated from hypocrites: by hypocrites, | mean, 
those who profess to know God, but in works deny him. 

The practices of these reformed characters were required 
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to be such as would “adorn the doctrine of God their Saviour 
in all things.” Jesus is the true image of God—the perfect 
model of the new man. He was perfection personified; and 
his true and only portrait is to be found in the sayings and 
doings recorded of him in the Holy Oracles. “He suffered 
for us. leaving us a pattern, that we should follow his foot- 
steps.” Was Jesus holy? So must his followers be. Was 
he sinless, guileless, patient, wise, humble, and harmless? 
So must his followers be. Was he unconformed to the princi- 
ples and practices of the world? His followers must be so 
too. Did he bear arms for the destruction of men; did he 
mingle as a political agitator in the paltry questions of hu- 
man policy; although he ate with sinners, did he make the 
swearer, the fornicator, the debauchce, the companions of 
his solitude; did he degrade the image of God by such con- 
duct as this, by corrupt communications, by unholy deeds? 
Neither must the Christian, if he would be an acceptable 
“imitator of the Good One.” 

Such, brother Campbell, appears to me to be the outline 
of “reformation” and of the Christian character in the days 
of ancient times. It is, 1 believe, the outline sketched by 
the inspired artists. The light and shade might easily be 
thrown in by a few more touches; but this must suffice at 
present. The facts and doctrine of “reformation,” “remis- 
sion of sins,” and “eternal life,” are all comprehended, and 
condensed in the phrase “glad tiding,” or the term “gospel.” 
Every other doctrine, message, tidings, word or proclamation 
in the world, that does not correspond, in all its parts, to THE 
GosPEL, delineated upon the page of the New Testament, the 
outline of which I have transferred to these letters, is “an- 
other gospel;” concerning which Paul writes as follows: “I 
wonder that you (Galatian Christians) are so soon removed 
from him (Paul) who calied you into the favor of Christ, to 
another gospel; which is not another; but there are some who 
trouble you, and wish to pervert the gospel of Christ. But 
if even we (the Apostles) or a messenger from heaven, de- 
clare a gospel to you, ‘different from what we (the Apos- 
tles) have declared to you, let him be accursed. As we 
said before, so now I say again, if any one declare a gospel 
to you, different from what you have received, let him be ac- 
cursed,” 

_ Now I would ask every candid—every honest and well 
informed man—Are the proclamations, made from week to 
week, by the several clergy of the “four great denominations 
of Christians” as they are called, one and the same with the 
proclamation made by the Apostles on the day of Pentecost, 
and afterwards throughout the Romanempire? This is cer- 
tain, that the Apostles all proclaimed one and the same thing; 

















and this is equally sure, that the Episcopalian, Presbyterian, 
Methodist, and Baptist Apostles all declare different things: 
if then, they do not agree among themselves, how can they 
be said to agree with the Apostles of Christ, who knew no- 
thing of any such sects as these? Seeing then that these 
denominational gospels do not agree with that recorded ip 
the New Testament; and, seeing that things different can- 
not be the same; it follows, that they are “other gospels,” or 
perversions of the gospel of Christ: and, therefore, both the 
clergy who preach them and the gospels themselves, are “ac- 
cursed” in the sight of God. 

Take the following example of an accursed gospel. It is 
from the pen of a writer, named Warren Woodson, under 
the patronage of that weekly bundle of fables, the Religious 
Herald. I would just inform you, that the writer had im- 
bibed a smattering of your opinions, and thus became a 
“Campbellite.” For any thing I know to the contrary, he is 
a well disposed youth; but, I suspect, somewhat spoiled in 
the Virginia Factory of Priests, near this city. Our “Re- 
verend” friend, as we have said, became a ‘*Campbellite;” 
but his mental soil being rather thin, and the loss of popula- 
rity a trial too severe to be endured, he soon wanted both 
energy and inclination to discover the truth, and consequently, 
as requiring the least effort, offered a penitential oblation to 
his former patrons through the columns of the Herald, and 
thus relapsed into the traditions of Baptistism. Well, then, 
to his gospel. I shall put down its parts in the form of items. 
1. “The Holy Spirit accompanies the truth in the conver- 
sion of the sinner.” This dogma is confirmed by an appeal 
tohis “own experience.” 2. Conversion isachange of heart, 
and a consequent change of life. 3. The sanctification and 
cleansing of the body of Christ with the washing of water 
by the word does not refer to baptism; but means “the cleans- 
ing influences of the Holy Spirit, comparable to water, who 
uses the truth as the instrument. 4. “That as a sword is in 
the hands of a man, so the word of God is in the hands of 
the Spirit.” 5. John iii. 5, Titus iii. 5, 1 Cor. vi. 11, refer to 
the regenerating, sanctifying, and cleansing influences of the 
Holy Spirit on the heart. 6. “A man is justified, pardoned, 
adopted, and saved prior to baptism. And when a man be- 
lieves in the Saviour, and sincerely loves the Lord, though 
he may not be baptised, yet he is now in a state of salvation, 
and an heir of the kingdom of heaven.” 7. ‘Baptism is em- 
blematical of the burial and resurrection of Christ, and is 
thus a. of our salvation, purchased by him,” 
“Repent and be baptised for the remission of sins,” and 
“arise and be baptised and wash away thy sins” signify, that 
in baptism we openly avow Christ—that we submit to an 
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ordinance which is emblematical of our salvation through him—that our 
faith is led to Christ as our Saviour, and we have a livelier view of that 
‘ous salvation through the Redeemer’s mediation. 

These seven items constitute an important part of the gospel of the 
Baptist sect, as taught in their schools. The stzth is notoriously the 
burden of their proclamation to the world. Although Paul says, that 
we enter Christ by being baptised into him, yet these speculators main- 
tain and teach that a man is saved although he shall not have put him 
on! Do you not discover the papa d of this dishonest tradition? It 
enables the Baptist to fraternize with the other sects, and to provide a 
way to heaven for their new-hatched acquaintances, as well as tor them- 
selves. Thus they have immolated the truth of God upon the altars of 
popularity, hypocrisy, and pseudo-charity. Can you imagine any thing, 
than the interests of party, to prevent the coalition of the Baptist with 
the other denominations? If they can pray with them, preach with 
them, sing with them—nay, but unite with them in every religious ex- 
ercise upon earth, and expect to meet them in heaven, what, by all the 
rules of reason and common sense, prevents them breaking bread together? 
And if they agree to do this, is not their coalescence with Antichrist 
complete? a 

Now, brother Campbell, what redeeming qualities do you see in these 
four great and leading sects of “Protestantism,” when viewed by the New 
Testament?) Protestantism, in whole or in part, is not the religion of 
Jesus Christ. It is nothing else but modified Popery. It is one of the 
horns of the beast, which John saw, ascending out of the earth, lamb- 
like in its appearance, but of dragon-speech. Rev. xii: 11. It is a sys- 
tem of deception; and constitutes in the aggregate, a part of that “strong 
delusion” which Paul predicted God would send upon men, “that they 
might believe a lie; in order that all may be condemned, who have not 
beli@ved the truth, but have taken pleasure in es os 2 Thess. ii. 12. 
Take the whole world, and what do you behold? Precisely the same 
state of things as obtained in the days of John the baptiser—the whole 
population of the globe (a very small fraction excepted) in abject subjec- 
tion to HUMAN TRADITION. Varieties will be found between the 
traditions of the first and nineteenth centuries; still they are traditions— 
human traditions. ‘Turn we to China,to Hindostan, to Turkey, to Italy, 
to England, or to America; and, in each of these countries, we shall find 
the traditions of a Confutzee, a Brahma, a Mohammed, a Pope, a King 
Harry, a Calvin, an Arminius, a Wesley, a Knox, a Fuller, a Gill, &e. 
&e. &e.—all severally and collectively making of “none effect the word 
of God by their traditions.” If the inn had their Scribes, Pharisees, 
Sadducees, and Lawyers with their commandments; and the Gentiles, 
their Platonic, Epicurean, and Stoic Philosophers with their speculations, 
and their priests with their mysteries: we also have ours with their abo- 
minations—“every name and denomination” of them embodied in the 
order of THE CLERGY. 

The Jewish is the type of the Antichristian clergy. The former were 
the enemies of all true righteousness—the righteousness of God; while 
wf compassed sea and land to establish theirown. They perverted the 
right way of the Lord as set forth in the Prophets and the Law, and 
while those “bodies of divinity’—the Talmud and Mishna, pretended to 
unveil the Mosaic mysteries, they only served to make darkness visible, 
It was the Jewish Clergy, the Scribes, Pharisees, and Lawyers—the 
blind guides of Israel, “who used long prayers for a disguise,” that taught 
the people to err, and urged them to the betrayal and murder of the Just 
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The} of the people was attributable to them; “for they car. 
ried off the key of knowledge: not entering themselves, and those who 
were entering; they hindered.” “Yes,” says Peter, “there were also false 


prophets amon  (Isrnel,) even as there will be false teachers 
among you (Christians) who will privately introduce destructive sects 
denying even the Lord who ht them, bringing on themselves swif 


destruction. And many will follow their lewd practices, on accownt of 
whom, THE WAY OF TRUTH will be EVIL SPOKEN OF. And through cover. 
ousness, they will mtke merchandize of you, by Fictrriovs TALES” (spu- 
rious and accursed gospels.) “These, indeed,” says Paul, “are they who 
go into houses and lead captive silly women laden with sins.” ~ And 
“such are false Apostles, deceitful workmen, transforming themselves 
into Apostles of Christ. And no wonder; fer Satan himself transforms 
himself into a messenger of light. Therefore, it is no great wonder. jf 
his ministers also transform themselves as ministers of righteousness.” 
“These are wells without water, clouds driven by a tempest; for whom. 
the blackness of darkness is reserved forever; * * * They promise 
their disciples liberty, while they themselves are slaves of corruption.” 
Such are the descriptions given by the Apostles, of those who have 
arisen since their day, as “successors of the Apostles,” “called and sent 
of God” to proclaim, that sins are pardoned, and sinners adopied into his 
family, without being baptised into Jesus Christ!!! These are the “ac- 
cursed” false preachers of “another gospel,” who are the blind guides of 
the Gentiles, making *merehandize of them, by fictitious tales; and, “on 
account of whom the way of truth is now evil spoken of.” Brother 
Campbell, do you candidly believe, that any thing good, and acceptable 
to God, can come out of the denominational Babylons over which, suth 
a fraternity presides; unless it. Ke purified with a bath of water fifeon- 
junction with the word? }iNo0, God hates the garment spotted by theglesh. 
I expected to have closed our correspondence withthis letter; af” least 
for the present: but, I perceive, I must still tax your patience for another 
month. This epistle then may suffice to have shown, that the body po- 
litie of our world is still laboring under the same moral or spiritual dis- 
éase, as in the days of Tiberius Cesar: that this disease is obedience to 
human tradition. We have seen, that the remedy prescribed at that day, 
was a proclamation of “reformation and the remission of sins:” in my 
next I shall consider the propriety of prescribing the same system of 
spiritual theurapeutics. The msertion of this in your paper will further 
oblige your fellow-traveller to the realms of light. OHN 'THoMas. 





King & Queen, October 3, 1835. 
Brorner THomas,—Please insert the following notice in the Novem- 
ber number of the Apostolic Advocate. J. Dv-Vat. 


A Co-operation Meeting will be held at Mangohick, in King William 
count¥y, to commence on Saturday before the second Lord’s day in No- 
_ vember. An evangelist having been engaged for the next year, the at- 

tention of the different congregations of disciples, embracing the Rich- 
mond, Bethesda, Antioch, Destail, Lower College, and Rappahanncck 
brethren, is earnestly solicited. The evangelist, James Henshall of Bal- 
timore, God willing, will be at the meeting. 





Printed by J. C. Waker, street leading to Mayo’s Bridge, who executes 
all kinds of Book and Job Printing, in the neatest style, at the shortest no- 
tice, and on reasonable terms. 





